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not fail to be disadvantageous to the smaller
country, and, although England was the ancient
enemy, a strong party in Scotland favoured an
alliance with England rather than France. But,
despite the opposition, Mary of Guise secured the
consent of the Scots Parliament to the marriage
of Mary Stuart and the Dauphin of France, and
it was celebrated in Paris in April 1558.
Mary of Guise had surmounted one difficulty,
but another remained.   She wanted the crown to
be conferred upon the Dauphin,  and the pro-
posal evoked  bitter protest.     In such circum-
stances, the regent had no wish to raise the ire
of the Protestants, and, although the Catholics
complained against the liberty allowed  to the
reformed preachers, she refused to interfere with
the  arrangement that the new religion should
be  freely   preached   in   private   houses.     The
Protestants were not satisfied with that conces-
sion, a considerable advance on the former posi-
tion as it was.    The Catholic priests spoke in
churches, and surely the reformed religion should
be trumpeted forth without any restriction.    To
men who were firmly convinced that Catholicism
was the religion of the Devil, it was galling that
their message should be confined to private audi-
ences.    Inspired by the progress that they had
already made, the Reformers began to hold public
services,
The Catholics insisted that the regent should